
TRAILS   
Hiking, Horseback,  4 - W heel Drive , Mountain Biking  

 

RIVER HIKING  
SCENIC 

WEST CLEAR CREEK TRAIL # 17 (7.5 miles):  This scenic 
trail starts at the Bull Pen Trailhead and traverses the picturesque 
Camp Verde West Clear Creek. It is perfect for hikers and 

backpackers, ranked easy to 
strenuous (sometimes steep, 
rocky and high water in 
places).  Featured in Arizona 
Highways Magazine, this trail 
is an enjoyable backcountry 
trek with tree-shaded riparian 
areas, river crossings, and 
hidden pools for refreshing 
dips and fishing. Public toilet available at trailhead.   
 

DIRECTIONS:  Start at the Chamber of Commerce, 385 S. 
Main Street; proceed south along Main Street to its dead-end at 
the Arizona 260 Bypass. Turn left on East Arizona 260 and go 
approximately 5 miles past Mile Post #226 to the Bull Pen Road 
turnoff, a/k/a Forest Service Road 618; turn left onto FS 618 and 
proceed 2 miles to Forest Road 215, turn right (road can be 
rugged and winding in spots) approximately 3 miles to the Bull 
Pen Trailhead.  
CONTACT:   Red Rock Ranger District, P.O. Box 20249, Sedona AZ 
86341, (928) 282-4119.  
 

HIKING  & HORSEBACK TRAIL  
DESERT LANDSCAPES 

MAIL TRAIL: This historic old mail route (1884-1914) through the Coconino National Forest 
on into the Tonto National Forest runs from Camp Verde to 
Payson. It was a 52-mile route used for mail service by 
horseback for the communities of Camp Verde, Payson, 
Rutherford, Strawberry, Pine and sometimes Rye. Rigorous, it 
took riders 11-18 hours and varies in elevations from 3,000 
feet to 6,000 feet with sometimes treacherous river crossings.  
It is recommended for robust hikers, horseback riders and 
packers and is best taken in segments. Mail Trail #84, listed 
below which takes five hours one way, is one segment. Look 
for the Mail Trail Sign to the right past the 
trailhead. Wooden trail signs and cairn markers 
(rock & wire) can be found along the route.   

 

Mail Trail #84: Ranked strenuous, this five-hour trail is best undertaken by hardy 
travelers. Take plenty of water and a survival kit. Expect hot summers and occasional 
snowfalls in the wintertime. Use USGS Maps: Strawberry Quad.  
DIRECTIONS: The large trailhead, with plenty of room for horse trailers, is on the south side 
between Mile Marker 239 and 240, approximately 20 miles southeast of Camp Verde on Arizona 
Hwy. 260.  
CONTACT: Red Rock Ranger District, P.O. Box 20249, Sedona AZ 86341, (928) 282-4119. 


