
 

5 EARLY SETTLERS  

 

FARMERS 1100: A cliff dwelling, six miles north of Camp Verde, c. 1100 supports prehistory evi-

dence of early farming. Assumed to be descendents of today’s Hopis, the Sinagua Indians lived in 

this area about 300 years before disappearing or assimilating into other tribes. Today, the site is a 

tourist attraction known as Montezuma Castle National Monument. Earlier agricultural influence  

(c. 700 A.D.) suggest Anasazi influence.  

 

SPANISH INFLUENCE 1500-1583:  Time period that five conquistadores, considered the first 

Europeans in the Verde Valley, came looking for silver.  

 

MOUNTAIN MEN 1821-1848:  Scoured southwestern rivers searching for beaver during the 

Mexican period—the first to reach the Verde Valley was Ewing Young in 1826. Like predecessors, 

the Spanish, they did not stay.  

 

APACHE and YAVAPAI (dates unknown): Two tribes of pre-anglo residents lived in the Verde 

Valley, in and around Camp Verde. The Apache have an Athapaskan background, and the Yavapai 

are Yuman-speaking people-the Pai. Rounded up by the military  in 1875 (Exodus), they were 

forced collectively into exile until 1900. The two tribes were formed into one, the Yavapai-Apache 

Nation in 1934. Today with 665 acres of reservation land in Camp Verde, Rimrock, and Clarkdale, 

they are successful entrepreneurs and owners of the  popular Cliff Castle Casino located at I-17 and 

Montezuma Castle Highway. 

  

ANGLO FARMERS, late 1800s:  In January 1865, a party of nine - James Parrish, Dr. J. M.  

Swetnam, William L. Osborn, Clayton M. Ralston, Henry D. Morse, Jake Ramstein, Thomas Ruff, 

Edward A. Boblett, and James Robinson traveled to what is now Camp Verde to find land suitable 

to establish a farming colony. Later, they would return from Prescott with a party of 19, six oxen-

drawn wagons on a journey that took four days settling near the Verde River and Clear Fork. It was 

reported that the Swetnam party built a 60 x 40 foot stone fort, well, and ditch. Prior to this, around 

1864, hay cutters from Prescott harvested lush grasses to sell to Fort Whipple in Prescott, but did 

not stake land.  
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 5 EARLY MILITARY   

 

Lt. Antonio Abeytia headed a small detachment from Prescott’s Fort Whipple. In early May of 

1865, the small homestead fort was attacked by Indians (no human casualties, but there was a loss 

of crops and livestock which threatened the outpost). Settlers demanded protection from the        

military.  

 

Lt. William McNeil replaced Abeytia. The military encampment near the settler’s fort was          

relocated near the Verde’s junction with the Beaver Creek. In December 1865, it was named Camp  

Lincoln. There would be base changes and name changes, eventually it would become Fort Verde in 

today’s downtown area.  

 

General George Crook became commanding office of the Department of Arizona and used Camp 

Verde as one of his main bases. His name is associated with Geronimo’s surrender.  

 

Fort Verde: Built in 1871, successor to Camp Lincoln and Camp Verde.  

 

Capôt Smylie,: Indian Scout, born in 1833, a/k/a Chief Yellow Whiskers, was head of the Indian 

scouts and later the Indian police. It has been reported that he received a medal of honor for his part 

in the surrender of Geronimo under General Crook’s command in southern Arizona.  

 

5 EARLY RETAILERS  

 

Horn Saloon: Located on the western fringes of Fort Verde in Copper Canyon, this local establish-

ment catered to fort residents near what is today the intersection of  Oasis Drive and Salt Mine 

Road, adjacent to the Copper Canyon trailhead. Only a pile of rocks remain.  
 

Wales Arnold: A former Army scout, he was first post trader, a “sutler” to the early military       

personnel.  
 

William Sanford ñBossò Head: Purchased the sutler’s store in 1872 , built by Hugo Richards in 

1871. It is the adobe wing located on  the south side of  today’s Wingfield Plaza. He expanded his 

business to include sales to civilians throughout the Verde Valley. Included inside was a post office 

and a club room. A hay-and-grain barn was north of the store. Mr. Head contracted  to supply grain 

to military posts throughout the territory.  
 

Stage Stop and Boarding House: Located on today’s Main Street, across from the Sutler Store, 

this building served as a stay-over for soldiers and freighters transporting by stage. This building 

still stands and is now a restaurant.  
 

Clint Wingfield & Mack Rogers (tale of a fatal hold-up): Subsequent owners of the Sutler Store. 

On a late Sunday evening in 1899, a stranger entered the porch and ordered Rogers inside. Rogers 

grabbed for his gun and was shot. Clint came to see what happened and was also shot. Both died in 

this robbery-gone-bad incident. Black Jack Ketcham, who was reported to have been the culprit 

guilty of these horrific acts, would hang a year later for a different crime in New Mexico.                              

2 

 



5 EARLY PREACHERS, TEACHERS, DOCTORS 

 

Rev. R. A. Windes: A pioneer preacher of the Verde Valley, a missionary type who 

established churches.  

Parson Bristow:  Started the Old Tree Baptist meetings in Middle Verde around  

1875. With help from Rev. Windes, Parson Bristow organized a Sunday school, the 

first church and was  pastor until 1905.   

Dr. E. B. Keycherside: c 1890s, doctor who also founded a church in Camp Verde 

Dr. M. A. Carrier: c 1880s, early Verde Valley doctor  

Professor John H. Hicks: Likely the first school teacher in the Lower Verde area. 

 

 

5 EARLY POLITIC FIGURES  

 

Dr. Swetnam: Helped head the original “19” who colonized Camp Verde in 1865.  

The  Swetnam party built a stone fort. Dr. Swetnam, however, left for Phoenix to   

become a  surgeon around 1866.  

William Sanford ñBossò Head: In 1878, he was named to the Arizona Territorial 

Legislature. 

Judge George Hance: Considered by many to be the area’s unofficial mayor who 

was held in high esteem throughout the Verde Valley. First official postmaster, a 

longtime notary public, territorial census marshal (1880) and most notable, elected 

justice of the peace for 30 years.  

Norman Fain: Norman Fain served three terms in the Arizona State Senate (1941-

1946) and was instrumental in the Arizona Right-to-Work Bill. He was actually born 

in Camp Verde in 1907. He ran his father’s Diamond S Allotment between Camp 

Verde and Cottonwood after buying an interest in an outfit near Sedona. The Fain 

family is well-known in the Prescott and Prescott Valley area for its major ranching 

operations and Arizona political history with early roots in Camp Verde.  

Wingfield: The name Wingfield had a strong political presence in Camp Verde. In 

1914, Robert Wingfield organized  the Verde Valley Telephone Association. Later he 

headed a resident’s group that built the Camp Verde State Bank.  

 

5 EARLY PATENTS  

 

When the military (Fort Verde) was disbanded and federal land opened for sale, the 

following were the earliest Camp Verde patent owners; most for 40-160 acres.  

Willam S. Head: Received the first patent in 1895. 

Wales Arnold (1896) 

Sarah Arnold (1900) 

Thomas Kyle (1900) 

Frank C. Botkin: Received the last patent issued in 1917.  
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Contact Us:  

Telephone (928) 567-9294 

www.visitcampverde.com 

info@campverde.org. 

5 FUN FACTS ABOUT  

EARLY CAMP VERDE 

 

  

Census: 1870 Middle Verde census: 174 settlers,  68 farmers, 88 laborers, 4 teamsters, 2 

cooks, 2 carpenters, 2 tinsmiths, 1 wagon maker, 1 plasterer, 1 brick mason, 1 cooper, 1 

blacksmith, 2 housewives and 1 unemployed person, no children. In 1910: It was reported 

that there were 94 Indians and 175 non-Indians in the Camp Verde Precinct (precinct  

boundaries unknown).  

 

 

Mail Trail: Mail service, from 1884-1914, via horseback from Camp Verde 50 miles east to 

Payson. Ashton (Ash) Nebeker was the first contractor and mail rider who actually formu-

lated the route. Clinton “Tuffy” Peach was the last rider, from 1910-1914.  The  historical 

Mail Trail was restored in 2005, thanks to the efforts of Howard Parrish and others.  

 

 

Deeds of Record: In 1872 when Yavapai County began recording deeds in the Verde Valley, 

only one of its original settlers, Joe Melvin, had a recorded deed. Mr. Melvin had built a 

house on the half section of land where the original settlers’ fort once stood. He lived there 

until his death in 1895. The ruins of the stone fort  can still be seen on the property known as 

the Burgbacher Ranch, about 2.5 miles south of Camp Verde.   

 

 

Irrigation: Many irrigation canals were built between 1870 and 1882 including the Woods 

Canal, Duff, the Dykstra, the Jordan/Fleet/Hawkins, the Cottonwood, the Hickey, the OK 

Corral, Central Verde/Ralston, Eman, and the Turney, all of which helped to promote the   

production of corn, barley, oats, hay, alfalfa, potatoes, melons, and squash.   

 

 

Community in 1903: Consisted of a schoolhouse, blacksmith shop, a boarding house, two 

stores, a saloon, a barbership, and several houses. 
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