
 

 Downtown Historic Buildings Tour 

FEATURE FIVE 
 

 Camp Verde is the oldest settlement in the Verde Valley, an  important 

swatch in the fabric that makes up Arizona’s rich history. Take some 

time to stroll around  this fascinating western downtown to see its early 

architecture. In this self-guided tour, you will find good  examples of 

buildings dating from the Arizona Territory era (1863) through Arizona 

statehood (1912). 

  

 . . . Start here 

C hamber of Commerce: Although not historically significant, this building, at the corner of Main and 

Hollamon Streets where you start, was a 1960s restaurant called Custard’s Last Stand, easily  identified by a 

life-size horse setting on top of the building. The restaurant was purchased by the Town and is now the     

Chamberôs domicile. 

 

                                                            . . . Cross Main  Street; proceed west up Hollamon Street  

1. 74 Hollamon Street 

THE BARKER HOUSE: c. 1903  

-The Traditions Antique Shop was originally a residence, built around 1903-04, commonly known as the 

Barker House. According to shop owner, Ann Everett, who has breathed new life into the building, it was 

thought to have been a kit house built in pieces. The Barker family lived in this residence from about 1930-

1998.  

When leaving this site, note ñ Sweet Grace Emporiumò across the street, a charming little eatery at  37    

Hollamon, a good  example of early Camp Verde bungalow style.  

. . . Return to Main Street  

2. 396 S. Main Street (corner of Hollamon and Main Streets)   

MONTEZUMA INN: c. late 1800s 

-Now Gabriellaôs Mexican Restaurant, the building was originally a one-story structure, a saloon that faced 

Hollamon Street (the same side as Fort Verde), according to the daughter whose parents owned the building 

during the last century.  The hotel (with dining room, bar and big glass doors), had its entrance on Main 

Street. At one time, there was a full-length covered porch on 

the south side with two rooms that came out over the porch, 

similar to a small apartment, since torn down. At one time, 

the Montezuma Inn was also a bus  depot. The old Main 

Street façade was much plainer during the 1900s than to-

dayôs style. The current fa­ade is characteristic of the fron-

tier look common to western architecture.    
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. . . Continue south along Main Street  

past Head Street  

3. 564 Main Street  
 

 

SUTLERôS STORE: c. 1871 

 

-Todayôs Wingfield Plaza shopping mall is filled with boutique shops but if its walls could speak, 

it would tell true tales of a very early Camp Verde. It was originally a sutlerôs store, an army     

trading post from the 1870s, connected with old Fort Verde. If you walk out front along the side-

walk, you will notice distinguishable adobe walls. In 1911, the Wingfield Mercantile was added to 

the north side, the first reinforced concrete construction used in a building within this community. 

Further north, closest to the front entrance and parking lot, is the old Camp Verde State Bank, an 

addition built by Robert Wingfield and residents in 1916, a structure that also included reinforced 

concrete. 

 

. . .Cross Main Street 

4. 567 S. Main Street 
 

 

STAGE STOP AND BOARDING HOUSE: c. 1868 

 

Now the Adobe Café, a great spot for lunch, this historic building, now renovated, maintains the 

integrity of  inside walls from much earlier days when it was a respite for freight travelers and fort 

soldiers.  

 

. . . Proceed North along Main Street to Hollamon  

(at Chamber corner), turn right on Hollamon two blocks  

5. 125 E. Hollamon Street 
 

 

FORT VERDE: c. 1871 

 

This fort is now a living state museum,  a fine example of an early southwestern military post. It 

was home to army soldiers brought here to keep peace between the Indians and early settlers. This 

fort includes some original structures. You will find a headquartersô building when you enter this 

historic park. Buildings that housed  commanding officers, bachelors, and the doctorsô quarters, 

are situated along officerôs row. Unlike what is portrayed in Hollywood movies, Fort Verde does 

not have a high wooden barricade surrounding it. It was instead a series of buildings, including a 

hospital, a hay yard, and corrals. According to one fort official, ñof the 43 forts in Arizona, none 

were ever attacked.ò Earlier military sites within the area, named, Camp Verde and Camp Lincoln, 

were originally at other sites, but were replaced by Fort Verde. Fort Verde, which was called 

Camp Lincoln until 1879, is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily; small fee.   
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SUPPLEMENT  . . .   

                                        Downtown Historic Buildings Tour 
Arizona statehood (1912) - Great Depression (1930s) 

 
. . .  Behind the Chamber of Commerce  

1. Hollamon and Main Street 
 

     CAMP VERDE JAIL:  c. 1935  ð This river stone cobbled building on Hollamon Street near Main, was       

originally the Camp Verde jail with two cells. Reflecting a Colonial Revival  aesthetic, it was a Work Project 

Administration (WPA) building from the Great Depression built during the Franklin D. Roosevelt  administra-

tion. Next it became a library and is now the Camp Verde Lions Club.  

 

 

  

. . . From jail, turn left onto Wood Street to Hance Street, right to Coppinger OR; 

 If touring Fort Verde, it is beyond the white picket gate at fortôs north edge  

2.   229 East Coppinger Street   
 

     HANCE HOUSE: c. 1916-1917  ð This wood frame house with clapboard siding was home to Judge 

George Hance, Camp Verdeôs first postmaster and a long time notary public. Probably most noteworthy, he was 

Justice of the Peace for 30 years and was considered a mayor figure long  before the Town incorporated in 1986. 

Located at the edge of Fort Verde, this early home is now owned by the Camp Verde Historical Society and is 

open to the public upon request by calling 567-9560 on Tuesdays or Saturdays. To the side of the Hance House 

is a  privy built by the WPA in the 1930s along as well as a large power shovel used in mining operations in the 

Verde Valley, including  use at the Camp Verde Salt Mine in 1928.  

 

 

 

     . . .  Back on Main Street, go north two blocks (near corner of Main and Turner Streets)  

3.   325 Main Street 

     WINGFIELD STORE:  c. 1933 ð Boler’s Bar today, but this frontier-looking wood frame building with 

clapboard siding was the former Claude and Ralph Wingfield Store, a western variant of 20th century commer-

cial style architecture. 

 

 

 . . . One-half block south from Hollamon and Main Streets 

4. 435 S. Main Street 

     GRAMMER SCHOOL: c.1904  ð This three-room building with  painted stone exterior and inside tin ceil-

ings is located in the oldest part of Camp Verdeôs  Main  Street. It was the first of a series of buildings used for 

Camp Verdeôs school system during the last century,  now home to the Camp Verde Historical Society, the 

Townôs main historical research and archive center. To its left is a  gazebo and a three-room high school built in 

1918. Behind both, are classrooms, a cafeteria, and gym built in 1948-1949. The old school complex is now part 

of  Town Hall.  

 

. . . Main and Head Streets  

5. 514 Main Street 

    STORE BULDING: c.1917 ð Now the Calvary 

Chapel, but in days past, this building served many pur-

poses, a hardware store, doctorôs office,  garage, and post 

office. Purchased in 1988, it is now home to a church.  
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