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ou are invited to Camp Verde, a great little town that loves to have fun. This charming western community

boasts five (5) fantastic festivals showcased throughout the year. Each offers a little different flavor, but yet all
are perfect for individuals and families alike for a great weekend get-a wa vy . Keapgl|l ahtce” “athe
refrigerator, so you don’t miss out on your favor.

Camp Verde is located in the geographic center of Arizona, just off Interstate 17. Contact the Camp Verde Chamber of
Commerce for exact dates, times, and directions. Be sure to ask about discounted packages for lodging, restaurants, and
shopping through t he @oae#)web sitg, aneh@iTabdd& ALS ( see:

FEBRUARY
1. WINE, PECAN & ANTIQUE FESTIVAL

Held the second weekend of February, this award-winning festival is a popular two-day wintertime

event that has gained attention throughout the state. Showcasing Arizona and Verde Valley wineries,
sample great vineyard specialties plus purchase a bottle or two of your favorites to take home.

Pecan pies, baked using local Camp Verde pecans, are available by the slice or whole. Visit nearby
Summer Place Pecan Farm to see an actual working pecan farming operation firsthand. There are also fun
hayrides, and a chance to learn from agricultural experts who provide grape- and pecan-growing
demonstrations. For those who love antiques and collectibles, you will find two large buildings

filled to the brim with rows and rows of booths.

Stay and play a few extra days . ..
e Tour Verde Valley Wine Country vineyards and sampling rooms, all within easy driving
distance from Camp Verde— Feature Five Wineriesvailable at Chamber.
e Don’t miss a quick spin down scenic Pecan L
on the National Register of Historic Places. These majestic trees were mere seedlings
when planted in 1928.

Fall

10 minutes from Camp Verde hotels, motels, B&Bs, and RV parks
e  Out of Africa Wildlife Park — Serengeti Safari, Wildlife Preserve, Predator Feed,
Giant Snake Show
. Montezuma Castle National Monument, a 20-room prehistoric Sinagua cliff dwelling ruin
o Cliff Castle Casino, voted No. 1 casino in Arizona, eight years in a row
° Fort Verde, an authentic historical Southwestern fort, ¢. 1871

JUNE
2. CRAWDAD FESTIVAL

This pig-out festival in early June features hot steaming plates filled with crawdads, taters and roasted
corn. Enjoy Cajun music, crawdad races, vendors, games for the kids, a beer garden, Crawdad Etoufee,
alligator, an Arizona Game and Fish educational booth for kids, and more. Camp Verde is home to

the Verde River, and like many Arizona streams, this beautiful water course touts a large population of
crawdads, inspiration to this Cajun late spring event.



SEPTEMBER
3. PIONEER DAYS FESTIVAL

Camp Verde is the oldest settlement in the Verde Valley. Early European-descent pioneer names

are still commonly heard and known in this small town of 10,000. Although not incorporated until 1986,

the town-site designation dates back to early 1900 and its Anglo settler heritage goes back to Civil

War days. Each September, pioneer families return to Camp Verde to tell tales, exchange stories and enjoy
pioneer-style, Dutch-oven cooking over open fires in thistime-h onor ed tradi ti on. It
and old friends to reconnect and make new friends. Among other things, there is a unique and popular

Mule Show that puts these sturdy pioneer animals through their paces. The Camp Verde Historical
Society, which is |l ocated in the Town’s for me
a great preservation and archive center. If you are interested in doing some ancestry research on Verde

Valley families, this is a great resource of old documents and photos. Pioneer Days is generally held the

second weekend in September.

OCTOBER
4. FORT VERDE DAYS FESTIVAL

This festival is over 50 years old, a real win
an early military fort, now owned by the Arizona State Parks. The Fort and State Parks plays host to this
time-honored festival. Enjoy walking tours through this 1871 living museum, one of many things to do

during thisthreee<d ay event . Combining efforts with the t
The Colonel’ s Daughter competition (based on a
a bull bash, a very popular wild horse-and-b ur r o adopti on, t he F-enactmen¥,er d

and much more.

DECEMBER
5. HOLIDAY FAMILY FESTIVAL
COWBOY CHRISTMAS, CHRISTMAS BAZAAR &
CHRISTMAS PARADE OF LIGHTS

This trilogy year-end season spectacular includes three pre-holiday, fun-filled events in early December:

Christmas BazaarStart your day on a Saturday morning with a free pancake breakfast. Then scoot

the kids off for a speci al visit with Santa.
| ocal vendors have to offer in their " Made in
high quality, hand-crafted items. This is not only festive, but a great place to start your holiday shopping.

Christmas Parade of LightsAt dusk, enjoy another fun-filled family event. From your folding

chairs, watch a great light fantasy unfold as it passes down Main Street. From your special vantage point,
you and your family might enjoy guessing what
holiday sparkle and glitter. This parade is a special favorite of the youngsters. Santa and Mrs. Claus are
always the last float.

Cowboy ChristmasT wo weekends are dedicated to showcasi
special s that Camp VdT7bdsiesssnerdhaatcosfer durthgtive hotidayweasona n d
You will find prices that are substantially 1| o
fun-filled cowboy-themed business open-house gala.
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MARCH
1. VERDE RIVER CANOE CHALLENGE

18 miles of the Verde River run through Camp Ve
|l enge at the end of March i s one Yy odilledSaturdaytloadtdo r g e
with plenty of action, come join this 10-mile, class-2/3 canoe race that begins at the White Bridge and ends at
Beasley Flats recreational area. Pick from: Canoe Men's (solo); Canoe Women's (solo); Canoe Family; Kayak
Men's (K-1); Kayak Women's (K-1); Canoe Men's (tandem); Canoe Women's (tandem); and Canoe Co-ed
(tandem) with free shuttle service available. This event is co-sponsored by the Camp Verde Parks and Recrea-
tion Department and NAU's Parks and Recreation

JULY
2. FOURTH OF JULY
Do you ever miss an old-fashioned, summertime Fourth-of-July celebration? If you like hometown, small

community festivities, then this one is one is
Town council members roasting hot dogs and corn, slicing fresh watermelon, and scooping up cold ice cream.
There’s snow cones, popcorn and plenty of fun <co

cial day with a fantastic over-head fireworks display, while sitting in your lawn chairs or on your blankets .
Instead of driving home, stay overnight at one of the many hotels, motels or B&Bs located in or near Camp
Verde. For you RV lovers, there are 271 available RV sites available within Camp Verde.

JULY
3. CORNFEST
l't"s cor n, C 0 r A— Hawseo& Huusea Harchs, ani®-gemerationofarnting family, plays host to
this festival and feast, providing plenty of homegrown and delicious sweet corn. Hauser & Hauser Farms, an
old name in Camp Verde, is best-known for its corn stand during summer months; and its pumpkin patch in
the fall that brings people to town from all over central and northern Arizona. Enjoy all kinds of corn prepared
in various ways, and best yet, you can buy it by the bagful, fresh out the field brought in by tractor that day.

There’'s also grilled foods, vendor stimeekentthsid-Julgct i v
AUGUST
4. BLOCK PARTY
Wh at is a block party? I n Camp Verde, it’s not

end-of-the-summer party. Held in downtown Camp Verde every August, businesses and residents come to-
gether on Main Street to celebrate. The entire street is blocked off for this carnival-like affair. Doors on busi-
nesses are wide open and there’s rows and rows o

September
5. MONTEZUMA CASTLE 10K & TWO-MILE FUN WALK/RUN

A delightful way to spend a colorful fall morning, this 10K (6.2 mile) or two-mile fun walk/run starts at 8
a.m., from downtown Camp Verde at the popular Sunnyside Park. Walk or run all the way to scenic Monte-
zuma Castle National Monument Park, home to a prehistoric Sinagua 20-room cliff dwelling. Along the route
enj oy pi ct ur es guat HistoRceLandstapdistadroethe” Natnal Register of Historic
Places. For a less-strenuous route, walk or run from the park turning halfway at the community center and
head back (only 2 miles). A small entry fee includes T-shirt and water bottle. Trophies awarded.



