
 EARLY INDIAN FARMING: Six miles north of Camp Verde at Montezuma Castle, a Sinagua cliff-

dwelling site, and nearby  Montezuma Well (with its 1,000 year-old irrigation ditch), provide pre-historic 

evidence of early farming in a riparian oasis. It is speculated that even the earlier Hohokam Indians (the 

predecessor to the  Sinagua) raised corn, beans, cotton and squash near here.  

 

 

 
 

CROPS and FIRST ANGLO FARMERS 1800s: Records from 1864 tell us that King Woolsey and 

George Peck  fulfilled hay contracts by selling wild hay from Hayfield Draw (southeast of downtown Camp 

Verde) to Fort Whipple military post in Prescott during the time period that preceded the Civil War era (note: 

Arizona Territory had almost no involvement in the Civil War).    
 

The earliest European-descent Anglo farming settlement in this area dates back to 1865,  when Dr.  J. M. 

Swetnam and James Parrish, along with a handful of others came to the area scouting for an appropriate   

locale to establish a farming settlement. They arrived from east of Prescott to a moss-filled Verde River via 

the Chavesô Trail, Copper Canyon, and an old Indian trail. Following exploration of this fertile valley, then 

occupied by the Apache and Yavapai Indians, they returned to Prescott. Shortly thereafter, 19 people in six 

oxen-pulled wagons came back, a trip that took four days by wagon. A site near the Verde and Clear Creek 

would  become the main settler outpost fort. Rustic structures, a ditch and a dam were completed and the 

land rapidly cleared so that corn, barley, wheat, potatoes, beans, and  melons could be planted. So industri-

ous were these first settlers, that a load of barley was hauled to Prescott that same fall, although reported to 

be of inferior quality.  
 

According to the Prescott Miner in 1876, corn, barley, oats, hay, alfalfa, Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes,             

watermelons, squash and miscellaneous garden vegetables were crops grown along the Verde River and its        

tributaries. As Fort Verde, located in what is now downtown Camp Verde, began to wane forcing produce 

and cattle sales to drop, sales picked back up due to the Jerome copper ore mining boom in the late 1870s.  

  

CROPS¹1900s AND BEYOND: In 1928, a young couple planted a row of pecan trees along Montezuma 

Castle Highway as a potential cash crop. Today it is a magnificent scenic row of majestic trees, which has 

been designated as a ñRural Historical Landscape,ò on the National Register of Historic Places. It is       

common to see local residents parked alongside the roadway gathering nuts that have fallen into the public 

right of way. 
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